Writing a textbook of medical practice for general practitioners is a notoriously difficult undertaking. The decision making in general practice in response to patients' symptoms of illness is so complex and covers such a wide field that a textbook which focuses on pathological changes and the diagnosis of disease is liable to be superficial and unrealistic.
This textbook contains a series ofessays based on a systems approach, focusing in the early chapters on, for instance, respiratory diseases or gynxcological disorders. Each of these contributions contains much that is valuable. It is not, however, comprehensive and tends to be a little unbalanced. For instance, rheumatic disorders are compressed into twenty pages, and this space cannot do justice to problems which account for about 10% of all consultations in general practice. The section on alimentary disorders scarcely considers the differential diagnosis of appendicitis which is discussed in more detail in the chapter on the care of children. Unusual sexual behaviour, an important subject, is covered in eight lines. Diseases of the urogenital system are, in contrast, given seventyfive pages.
The latter part of the book breaks away from the systems approach, and focuses on the care of particular groups of patients. There are chapters on the care of children, the aged, the chronic sick, and the dying, and this is perhaps the most rewarding part of the book.
This book, in fact, contains a series of interesting essays on many aspects of general practice, but cannot be viewed as a comprehensive textbook.
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Incontinence in the Elderly edited by F L Willington pp xiv + 265 illustrated £7.80 London &c.: Academic Press 1976 Incontinence in the elderly is a most important subject which has tended to be ignored because it is generally seen as dull and unexciting.
The seventeen contributors to this book include many who have been personally involved in re-search into incontinence. The standard of chapters they have contributed is rather variable and, perhaps because of this or possibly from problems of style or balance, the book does not weld together as a satisfactory whole. However, the better chapters are excellent and could be read to great advantage not only by specialists but by a wide general audience of professionals whose work includes care of elderly patients.
Despite many excellent chapters and a great deal of practical and useful information and advice, however, this is not a book that will stimulate the wide general interest that the subject deserves. For some years now malignant disease of all kinds in childhood has been second only to accidents as the commonest cause of death in children aged from 1 to 14 years; it is remarkable also that in the first year of life it is much less commonly fatal.
Recently, however, there has been a great improvement in the results of treatment of a number of tumours which effect children such as rhabdomyosarcoma, nephroblastoma, retinoblastoma and some brain tumours; indeed, in some cases the improvement has been much greater than has been achieved in most forms of malignant disease in adults. Most of the children affected by these tumours are actively growing and this has rightly imposed a degree of restraint on those who treat them which is not so necessary in adults, but which if not applied in the child may have severe and lasting adverse effects. The new cooperative approach to the management of malignant disease in childhood by a team of surgeon, radiotherapist, chemotherapist, immunologist and other laboratory workers has led to much improvement both in survival rates and in morbidity.
This book was stimulated by the Patient Care Committee of the International Union against Cancer (UICC) and its four editors have drawn their forty-five contributors from eight countries.
The first third of the book deals broadly with general considerations. The remaining two-thirds
